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Exemption  drop  promotes  higher  learning  at  FSC 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


In  1996,  as  a  result  of  the  in- 
creased standards  proposed  by 
the  faculty  and  mirrored  by  the 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Higher 
Education  (BHE),  Fitchburg 
State  College  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  exempted  students  ac- 
cepted to  the  college  from  40% 
in  1994  to  20%  in  1996. 

In  order  to  stabilize  a  some- 
what tarnished  reputation  and  in- 
crease the  level  of  academics, 
Fitchburg  State  College  Presi- 


dent Michael  Riccards  pushed 
the  college  to  take  on  a  more 
aggressive  standards  policy.  The 
focus  is  now  placed  on  high 
school  GPA,  rather  than  on  SAT 
score  and  rank,  which  often 
times  are  not  an  accurate  indi- 
cator of  scholarship. 

In  1 994  the  college  hit  rock 
bottom,  accepting  nearly  40%  of 
the  770  freshmanwho  didn't 
meet  state  standards.  In  1994, 
Fitchburg  State  College,  with  its 
300  under-achievers,  had 
reached  a  point  at  which  it  would 
sink  no  further. 

Faculty  were  discouraged  by 


Rabbi  Gordon 
Tucker  to  offer 
Jewish  outlook 


Rabbi  Gordon  Tucker 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


Harvard  and  Princeton  graduate.  Rabbi  Gordon  Tucker 
will  speak  to  students  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  19  at  7:30  pm  in 
the  Kent  Recital  Hall  of  the  Conlon  Building.  Tucker's 
lecture  is  entitled,  "Are  Religious  Belief  and  Pluralism  Com- 
patible?: A  Jewish  Perspective." 

After  receiving  a  PhD  from  Princeton  University,  Tucker 
went  on  to  receive  Rabbinic  Ordination  from  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary. 

Since  1976,  Tucker  has  taught  at  the  Seminary  sine. 
Between  1979-1980,  he  served  the  Carter  Administration 
as  a  White  House  Fellow. 

The  lecture  is  free  and  open  to  the  public.   For  more 
information  or  questions,  please  call 
Cultural  Affairs  at  508-665-3709. 


the  poor  level  at  which  almost 
half  of  the  student  body  could 
achieve  or  accomplish.  The  col- 

"The  college 
wants  to  be  con- 
fident that  stu- 
dent we  accept 
will  have  a  bet- 
ter chance  to 
graduate. " 

lege  was  accepting  students  to 
fill  the  dorms  and  to  meet  basic 
enrollment  goals.      In  1995, 


Former  President  Vincent  Mara 
encouraged  a  rise  in  standards, 
however,  it  was  not  until  this 
past  year  that  the  radical  changes 
occurred. 

According  to  Jim  DuPont, 
Director  of  Admissions,  "The 
college  wants  to  be  confident 
that  the  students  we  accept  will 
have  a  better  chance  to  gradu- 
ate." In  previous  years,  it  has 
become  a  known  trend  that  stu- 
dents admitted  as  exemptions 
have  a  high  drop  out  rate. 

In  1 996,  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege, faced  with  the  same 
ammount  of  "D"  students  as  in 
1994,  was  forced  to  reject  850 
students,  almost  one  third  of  the 
applicants.  This  drop  in  the 
freshman  student  body  was  un- 


avoidable in  the  first  year,  and 
was  expected  said  Jim  DuPont. 
Of  the  freshman  that  were  ac- 
cepted in  the  1996  fall  semester, 
only  20%  were  exemptions. 

Students  who  are  denied  ad- 
missions are  ordinarily  referred 
to  local  community  colleges, 
where  they  can  profit  from  a 
solid  background  in  the  funda- 
mental areas  in  which  they  lack 
strength.  Fitchburg  currently 
has  articulation  agreements  with 
local  community  colleges  to  pro- 
vide students  with  the  easy  tran- 
sitions. 

DuPont  states  that, 
"Fitchburg  State  College  wants 
to  provide  the  smoothest  transi- 

Continued  on  page  2 


College  Board  and  FSC  host 
Advanced  Placement  Institute 


by  Linda  Banks 
Contributing  Writer 


A  smart  idea  is  soon  coming 
to  aid  in  the  battle  of  quality  edu- 
cation. Various  departments  at 
Filchburg  State  College  are 
teaming  up  with  the  College 
Board  (responsible  for  SAT's 
GM  AT's,  etc)  to  provide  courses 
on  campus  for  New  England 
high  school  teachers  who  teach 
Advanced  Placement  (AP) 
classes. 

Committee  member  Jim 
DuPont,  Director  of  Admissions, 
says  the  program  is  designed  to 
focus  on  the  growing  number  of 
AP  students  in  New  England 
high  schools.    It  will  also  help 


the  area  to  catch  up  to  the  rest  of 
the  country  that  already  offer 
such  programs. 

"We  want  to  set  up  FSC  to 
be  known  for  quality  education," 
said  DuPont,  who  also  pointed 
out  that  the  program  will  hope- 
fully Jielp  raise  the  number  of 
accepted  students  into  the  three- 
year  BA  degree  program. 

One  of  the  requirements  for 
acceptance  into  the  three-year 
program  is  having  had  AP 
courses  in  high  school.  Unfor- 
tunately, only  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  last  year's  2500  ap- 
plicants met  that  requirement, 
had  that  requirement. 

The  AP  program  will  begin 
in  the  summer  as  an  intensive 
one  week  course  from  July  14- 


18.  An  additional  follow-up 
course  will  be  held  for  one  week- 
end in  the  fall.  During  the  pro- 
gram teachers  will  teach  AP 
courses,  being  taught  to  them  by 
FSC  professors  as  well  as  other 
high  school  teachers  knowledge- 
able in  the  field. 

New  courses  being  taught 
over  the  summer  are  Biology, 
Calculus  AB,  language,  and  lit- 
erature. New  courses  are  ex- 
pected to  form  as  the  program 
grows. 

This  program  will  improve 
the  image  of  Fitchburg  State 
College  as  an  institution,  while 
also  allowing  FSC  to  contribute 
to  the  overall  quality  of  our  edu- 
cational system. 


Marketing  confrence  held  at  FSC 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


On  February  20  in  the  Cam- 
pus Center,  Christopher  Pema, 
Vice  President  of  Blue  Cross  & 
Blue  Shield  of  Mass.  will 
present  the  keynote  address  for 
a  marketing  conference,  "Social, 
Human,  and  Medical  Service 
Marketing"  held  in  the  Campus 
Center. 

Workshops  will  begin  after 
registration  at  8:00  am,  as  Pro- 
fessor James  T  Noonan  will  lead 
the  first  workshop,  "Service 


Marketing". 

Professor  Joseph  McAloon 
will  soon  after,  start  the  second 
workshop,  "TQM  and  What  It 
Can  Do  For  You." 

A  round  table  discussion  ad- 
dressing the  main  topic  of  the 
conference  will  feature  such 
area  practioners  as:  Jay 
Sullivan,  Marketing  Director, 
Montachusett  Industry  Re- 
sources; Augie  Grace,  Vice 
President  of  Community  Rela- 
tions and  Government  Affairs, 
Health  Alliance;  Rosalynn 
Carroll,  Section  Director,  Mas- 
sachusetts Special  Olympics; 


John  Going,  Community  Rela- 
tions, Catholic  Charities,  Fam- 
ily &  Child  SVC;  Stephen 
Nikitas,  Senior  Vice  President 
Sales/Marketing,  Worker's 
Credit  Union;  and  James  T. 
Noonan,  Fitchburg  State  Gillege 
Associate  Professor  and  Direc- 
tor of  the  Montachusett  Eco- 
nomic Center. 

The  conference  is  sponsered 
by  the  Montachusett  Economic 
Center  and  the  Business  Admin- 
istration Department.  For  fur- 
ther information  or  reservations 
(required),  call  508-665-3530. 
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SGA 

News 
Report 


.Anne  Gilbert 

SGA  Correspondent 


Every  Tuesday  night  at  6:30 
p.m.  in  Room  G-04  of  the 
Hammond  Building  a  group  of 
people  decide  how  to  make  this 
campus  better  for  its  students. 

This  is  not  some  secret,  elit- 
ist meeting  of  executives,  it's  the 
weekly  Student  Government 
Association  meeting.  Over  the 
past  two  weeks,  SGA  meetings 
have  discussed  several  issues 
pertinent  to  student  life. 

An  issue  important  to  all  stu- 
dents, and  faculty  that  was  al- 
luded to  in  the  first  meeting  this 
semester  was  the  movement  of 
the  campus  mailboxes.  The 
campus  mailboxes  will  be 
moved  to  the  Craft  Center  lo- 
cated next  to  the  Commuter 
Cafe. 

In  academic  news,  the  Board 
of  Trustees  voted  in  a  new  Po- 
litical Science  major  for  FSC. 
The  major,  strongly  backed  by 
President  Riccards,  will  appear 
in  the  Fall  1 997  semester  if  ap- 
proved by  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation. 

In  campus  safety  news,  the 
Physical  and  Sexual  Assault 
Task  Force  is  also  looking  for 
volunteers  to  assist  in  the  up- 
coming "Clothesline  Project",  a 
powerful  tribute  to  the  victims 
of  domestic  violence,  on  March 
5th  and  6th.  A  planned  "Take 
Back  the  Night"  rally,  designed 
to  raise  campus  awareness  about 
sexual  assault  and  rape,  will  oc- 
cur in  April.  Anyone  interested 
in  volunteering  for  either  of 
these  organizations  should  in- 
quire at  the  SGA  office. 

Election  packets  will 
be  available  in  the  SGA  office 
on  Monday  February  10th  for 
anyone  interested  in  running  for 
office  on  campus.  The  class  of 
1999  is  looking  for  sophomores 
to  volunteer  for  several  open 
positions.If  you're  not  looking  to 
get  that  involved,  but  you  want 
to  do  something  about  a  prob- 
lem on  campus,  stop  complain- 
ing! Do  something  about  it;  at- 
tend the  next  SGA  meeting. 


Valentine's  Day  is 
National  Condom  Day 


by  Presley  Reese 
Staff  Writer 


The  American  Social 
Health  Association  (ASHA) 
will  sponsor  National 
Condom  Day  on  Valentine's 
Day,  February  14,  remind- 
ing couples  to  "love  respon- 
sibly" by  protecting  one 
another's  sexual  health. 

"As  a  romantic  occasion, 
Valentine's  Day  is  an  appro- 
priate time  to  focus  on  the 
importance  of  safer  sex," 
said  ASHA  president  Peggy 
Clarke.  "We  encourage  sex 
partners  to  talk  openly  about 
the  sensitive  subject  of 
sexual  health,  and  to  use 
condoms  to  protect  one  an- 
other from  sexually  trans- 
mitted diseases." 

According  to  the  Insti- 


tute of  Medicine,  five  of  the  top 
most  frequently  reported  dis- 
eases in  the  U.S.  are  sexually 
transmitted.  One-fourth  of  new 
STD  cases  occur  each  year  in 
teenagers. 

In  many  cases,  STD's  -  in- 
cluding HIV/AIDS,  herpes,  hu- 
man papillomavirus,  chlamydia 
and  gonorrhea  -  have  no  symp- 
toms. "By  using  a  condom,  you 
may  avoid  transmitting  an  in- 
fection that  you  don't  even 
know  you  have,"  Clarke  empha- 
sized. 

In  1994,  the  Center  for  Dis- 
ease Control  and  Prevention  re- 
ported the  results  of  two  stud- 
ies that  monitored  couples  in 
which  one  partner  was  infected 
with  HrV,  while  the  other  was 
not.  By  using  latex  condoms 
consistently,  and  correctly,  98  to 
100  percent  of  the  couples  in  the 
studies  avoided  transmitting 


HIV  to  the  uninfected  part- 
ner. 

The  male  latex  condom 
is  considered  the  most  effec- 
tive in  preventing  STDs. 
The  female  condom,  which 
is  made  of  polyurethane,  is 
also  considered  very  effec- 
tive for  STD  prevention.  A 
male  polyurethane  condom 
is  now  available,  although 
its  effectiveness  against 
STDs  is  still  being  tested. 
Natural  membrane  condoms 
are  not  recommended  for 
STD  prevention. 

Free  confidential 
information  about  STDs  is 
available  through  the  Na- 
tional STD  Hotline,  oper- 
ated by  ASHA  at  800-227- 
8922. 


Women  get  the  shaft  in 
FSC  Health  Care 


by  Kimberly  White 
Investigative  Reporter 


Many  women  students  have 
exclaimed  their  discontent  with 
Fitchburg  State  College's  insur- 
ance policy.  The  complaint  most 
encountered  was  the  denial  of 
receiving  oral  contraceptives  as 
a  preventative  measure  to  avoid 
pregnancy.  Annual  pap  smears 
are  covered  by  this  policy.  The 
pap  smear  is  important  to 
women's  well-being  because  it 
tests  for  STD's  (sexually  trans- 
mitted diseases)  and  cancerous 
cells. 


For  numerous  women,  the 
pap  smear,  and  oral  contracep- 
tives go  hand  in  hand.  A  female 
student  commented,  "It's  good 
that  women  are  covered  for  their 
annual  exams,  but  I  need  birth 
control  pills  so  that  I  don't  be- 
come pregnant  while  I'm  in  col- 
lege. I  don't  understand  why 
birth  control  pills  aren't  covered 
under  our  prescriptions." 

Should  a  student  who  is 
covered  by  The  Chickering 
Group,  the  insurance  policy  of 
FSC,  become  pregnant,  she 
would  be  covered  for  pre-natal 
care  and  be  provided  with  80% 
of  the  costs,  including  the  de- 


livery of  the  child. 

A  customer  service  represen- 
tative from  the  insurance  com- 
pany had  this  to  say  when  asked 
why  oral  contraceptives  weren't 
included,  "Birth  control  pills  are 
a  preventative  medicine.  They 
will  only  be  covered  by  this 
policy  when  it  is  medically  nec- 
essary. It  is  the  student's  respon- 
sibility to  obtain  them  other- 
wise." 

While  reviewing  the  policy's 
coverage,  there  are  several  con- 
tradictions to  the 
representative's  comments  on 

Continued  on  page  7 
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Exemption  drop  continued  from  page  1 


tion  for  these  students,"  he  con- 
tinues to  say  that  "...this  college 
has  a  commitment  to  find  aca- 
demic programs  that  are  sensible 
for  each  individual  student." 

Over  the  next  few  years  the 
recorded  high  school  minimum 
GPA  level  will  rise,  peaking  at 
2.7  in  1 999,  at  the  same  time,  the 
maximum  exemption  rate  will 
adjust  accordingly  to  10%. 

As  the  standards  continue  to 
rise  into  the  next  millennium  of 
education,  Fitchburg  State  Col- 


lege will  encounter  many  chal- 
lenges of  recruiting  high- 
achieving  and  motivated  stu- 
dents. Aside  from  typical  ste- 
reotypes of  college  life,  there 
are  many  substantial  reasons 
why  high  school  students  will 
be  attracted  to  Fitchburg  State 
College. 

From  a  financial  perspective, 
Fitchburg  State  College  makes 
it  affordable  for  middle  and 
low-income  families  to  send 
their  children  to  college.   Fur- 


thermore, President  Riccards  has 
improved  upon  this  aspect  by 
increasing  the  number  of  merit 
scholarships  offered  every  year. 
President  Riccards  has  also  in- 
stated a  nationally  acclaimed 
three-year  degree  program 
which  is  now  under  way. 

Fitchburg  State  College  will 
now  be  a  host  site  for  the  AP  In- 
stitute in  allience  with  the  Col- 
lege Board,  which  equates  to 
more  preparation  of  high  school 
teachers  of  Advanced  Placement 


courses. 

Moreover,  the  honors  pro- 
gram is  shaping  up  to  be  one  of 
the  best  among  state  colleges. 

DuPont  believes  that  a  bal- 
ance between  standards  and  en- 
rollment must  exist  to  maximize 
the  college  experience.  "Mak- 
ing standards  work,  takes 
work.. .it  takes  involvement  on 
every  level  to  succeed." 


Diversity  on  Common  Ground: 
Best  Practices  H  conference 

On  March  21 ,  1 997  workers  are 
needed  from  7am-4pm. 

Fill  out  an  application  at  the 
Professional  Development  Center. 


±m*M^utdthmiLMLMLZL. 


June  blooming  in  Ken's  cafe 


Poet  and  author,  June 
Philomena,  will  be  reading  a  se- 
lection of  her  poetry  at  Ken's 
American  Cafe  on  Monday, 
February  24  at  7pm.  Raised  in 
Maine,  she  writes  of  nature  with 
a  particular  affinity  for  the 
ocean.    Her  works  include 


messages  from  the  heart. 

June  is  a  graduate  of 
Fitchburg  State  College,  and  a 
resident  of  Shirley  Massachu- 
setts. Her  works  have  been  pub- 
lished in  various  literary  maga- 
zines across  the  region.  Recently 
a  collection  of  her  work,  "Ech- 


by  University  Editions. 

For  more  information,  or  to 
make  reservations,  call 
(508)952-6700.  Ken;s  is  located 
at  529  King  Street  (RTE.  1 10)in 
Littleton  Common  in  Littleton 
Ma.  The  event  is  free  and  open 
to  the  public. 
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Win  fl  Free  Cruise 


With    THe     Class 


Of     1997 


Just    Come    to    The    101     Nights    Before 

Graduation 
Party 


In    the    Pub 

Thursday 

February     20th 

8-Midnight 


First  101  Seniors 
Get  A  Free 
T-Shirt 


Free  Music  and  Food!!! 


Elegable  student  must  be  present  at  the  pub  to  win  the  free  trip 
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Told  to  drink  and  drive 


Melissa  Conleiro 
Features  Editor 


There  was  beer,  friends,  a 
flutY  fight,  then  cops.  Another 
blurry  night  drinking,  but  this 
time  it  ended  with  what  could 
have  been  a  horrible  tragedy. 

It  was  a  Thursday  night, 
meaning  party  night  for  college 
kids  and  a  regular  week  night  for 
the  rest  of  the  world.  My  friend 
Nate's  second  floor  apartment 
soon  tilled  up  with  about  twenty 
friends,  and  more  than  plenty  of 
booze  to  go  around.  We  drank, 
talked  danced,  and  a  few  hours 
into  the  night  all  participated  in 
a  fluff  fight.  It  started  with 
Holly,  then  I  think  she  must  have 
smeared  fluff  on  Hisao,  ...who 
then  probably  attacked  Nate,  and 
from  there  a  disaster  formed. 

By  the  end  of  the  war  every- 
one at  the  party  was  pretty  much 
covered  with  fluff,  and  not  to 
mention  was  drunk  enough  to 
have  a  difficult  time  seeing  or 
walking  straight.  The  sight  of 
the  house  was  one  to  remember 
with  liquor  bottles  and  beer  cans 
covering  the  surface  of  every 
counter  and  table  top.  With  the 
decline  of  excitement  came  a 
bang  on  the  door,  "Open  up,  po- 
lice," with  these  words  the  door 
opened  and  two  police  officers 
had  entered. 

Bodies  scattered  to  assume 
positions  of  what  a  group  of  well 
behaved,  sober,  book  reading 
kids  would  do  on  Friday  nights. 

"O.k.,  everybody  out. 
...Come  on  time  to  go  home." 

Nobody  moved.  Eyes 
shifted,  as  we  looked  at  each 
other's  fluff  covered  faces  and 
the  empty  cans  and  botdes  that 
covered  the  apartment. 

"Is  this  guy  for  real?",    I 
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thought. 

"Let's  go.  ...Out  !",  they 
yelled. 

Now  with  this  being  an  off 
campus  party  the  only  way  to  get 
home  was  to  drive.  With  the 
officers'  words  my  scared,  and 
disoriented  friends  started  to 
stumble  to  their  coats,  getting 
their  car  keys  out  of  their  pock- 
ets, and  shuffled  out  the  door. 

I  was  scared.  I  was  scared 
because  the  people  in  this  world 
who  are  supposed  to  protect  us 
from  danger  were  bullying  us 
into  danger.  And  it's  sad  because 
even  after  drinking  for  over  3 
hours  I  had  more  common  sense 
than  the  two  police  officers  who 
have  probably  dealt  with  driv- 
ing accidents  before. 

It  was  in  eighth  grade  that  I 
can  remember  for  the  first  time 
being  spoken  to  about  drinking 
and  driving.  I  was  thirteen  years 
old  and  since  then  parents,  teach- 
ers, or  any  other  warm  blooded 
human  being  that  cared,  drilled 
the  message  into  my  mind  that 
drinking,  and  then  driving 
equaled  danger,  or  death.  In  high 


school  the  SADD,  (Students 
Against  Drunk  Driving),  group 
I  was  a  part  of  put  on  various 
skits  about  it. 

Out  of  all  this  educating  I 
think  the  person  who  had  the 
most  influence  on  me  at  this 
time  was  a  police  officer  who 
acted  as  a  special  speaker  for 
our  high  school.  Whenever  I 
drink  this  man  enters  my  mind. 
His  stories  of  pulling  teenage 
kids  out  of  cars,  and  not  being 
able  to  identify  them  as  male  or 
female.  I  remember  the  picture 
of  a  young  girl  in  a  prom  dress 
covered  with  blood  after  her 
boyfriend  drank  too  much  at  an 
after-prom  party  that  he 
showed,  along  with  others. 

Those  2  officers  committed 
a  horrible  crime  that  night.  As 
my  friends  filed  out  of  the  ho 
use  those  pictures  flashed  in  my 
mind.  The  officer's  uniform 
flashed  in  my  mind. 

I  did  not  move,  I  did  not  get 
in  my  car.  I  guess  I  just  sat  there 
and  hoped  to  God  my  friends 
would  get  home  o.k. 


Is  there  school  today  or  what? 


by  Jill  Fortin 
Contributing  Writer 


It  is  6:00  a.  m.  and  the  annoy- 
ing, unwanted  buzzing  is  ring- 
ing in  your  ears  again.  But  wait! 
Wasn't  it  supposed  to  snow  last 
night?  You  slowly  raise  your 
blinds  to  reveal  a  freshly  fallen 
blanket  of  crisp  white  snow,  on 
the  streets.  Could  there  be  a 
chance  that  school  is  canceled, 
or  at  least  delayed?  As  you  turn 
on  the  TV  and  switch  back  and 
forth  between  channels  4, 5,  and 
7,  one  of  the  alphabetical  lists 
finally  reaches  the  F's. 

'Fitchburg  Public  Schools 
CANCELED,'  runs  across  your 
screen,  and  the  feeling  of  relief 
and  excitement  overcome  you. 
A  much  needed  day  off  would 
be     great.      Unfortunately, 


Fitchburg  State  College  is  only 
calling  a  one  hour  delay.  What 
is  a  one  hour  delay? 

This  question  was  a  cause  of 
a  confusion  last  week  when 
Fitchburg  State  called  it's  first 
delay  of  the  semester. 

The  FSC  snow  policy  proce- 
dure is  more  complicated  than 
most  people  think.  I  recently 
had  the  chance  to  speak  with 
Chief  Ted  Cunningham,  one  of 
the  many  links  in  a  complicated 
chain  of  people  that  control 
school  cancellation  and  delays. 
This  is  what  I  learned: 

The  intricate  process  starts  at 
4:00  am,  two  hours  before  your 
annoying  alarm  clock  buzzes.  It 
involves  the  analysis  of  weather 
reports,  and  communication 
with  the  police  and  road  crews. 

By  5:00  am,  all  of  this  infor- 
mation is  presented  to  both  the 


Vice  President  of  Faculty,  and 
the  Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs,  who  in  turn,  take  it  and 
arrive  at  a  decision  as  to  how  it 
will  affect  the  college. 

Next  Public  Safety  is  noti- 
fied. This  is  where  the  confu- 
sion starts.  In  addition  to  set- 
ting our  own  1/2  a  dozen  or  so 
college  lines  with  the  correct  in- 
formation, the  college  is  respon- 
sible for  notifying  11  different 
radio  and  television  stations  of 
cancellation  decisions. 

Each  of  these  stations 
"Channel  7"  listing  a  comput- 
erized index  of  47  different 
choices  of  cancellation  an- 
nouncements. Now,  I  am  sure 
you  can  see  in  such  a  long  com- 
plicated process  how  easily 
things  can  get  confused,  and 
perhaps  cause  some  distress,  es- 
pecially among  commuters. 





■     .--■■■:     ■■-■■:..  .    .     .       .-::-■■■:- 


Dear  Nelly, 

It's  been  about  a  month  now  that  my  girlfriend 
and  I  have  been  seeing  each  other.  Within  this  month  we 
were  so  happy  to  he  with  each  other  that  we  did  every- 
thing together.  Now  I  need  a  little  space,  but  she  gets  mad 
at  me  when  I  do  something  other  than  bang  out  with  her. 
I  don't  want  to  break  up  with  her,  but  for  some  reason  it 
just  isn't  working  out  anymore.  What  should  I  do? 
-Claustrophobic 

Dear  Claustrophobic 

V<»u  both  definitely  need  time  alone,  but  breaking 
up  shouldn't  be  tbe  sowtion  to  your  problem.  Obviously 
you  need  to  talk  to  her  about  how  you  feel  in  a  way  thai 
makes  it  perfectly  clear  that  you  don't  want  to  lose  her 
and  that's  why  your  doing  this.  Explain  to  her,  what  you 
see  in  the  relationship  that  is  wrong.  This  is  the  most  com- 
mon problem  for  many  people.  Spending  too  much  time 
together  spoils  the  excitement  in  a  relationship.  For  two 
people  to  remain  happily  together,  they  have  to  remain  as 
two  separate  people.  Two  individuals.  That's  the  key. 

Bear  Netty, 

I'm  a  22  year  old  at  FSC,  and  still  live  at  home. 
It's  free,  and  I'm  completely  broke,  but!  feel  like  a  com- 
plete loser  and  I'm  starting  to  hate  my  family.  What  should 
I  do? 

-Sick  of  Home 

-•Dear 'Sick, 

By  the  age  of  22  you  arc  an  adult  living  with  your 
parents  who  are  other  adults  who  are  probably  still  treat- 
ing you  like  a  child  because  your  under  'their  roof  \  Un- 
fortunately, If  your  broke,  the  only  tiling  you  can  do  is  try 
to  save  up  money  to  be  able  to  move  out  on  your  own. 
Until  then  just  keep  a  low  profile.  If  your  home  alt  the 
time,  then  living  there  Is  going  to  bother  you  more.  Maybe 
doing  your  studying  and  homework  at  the  library,  instead 
of  at  home.  When  hanging  out  with  your  friends,  avoid 
banging  out  with  them  at  home.  Or  if  you  find  yourself  at 
home  with  nothing  to  do,  maybe  you  have  enough  time  to 
work  more,  and  save  up  for  your  own  place. 


Nelly  BHgh  is  not  a  professional  psychologist,  just 
a  student  with  a  little  common  sense.  If  anyone  would  uke 
their  questions  answered  by  Nelly,  just  slip  the  question 
under  the  door  of  the  Strobe  Office  to  be  published. 


WORKSHOPS  FOR 
CAREER  SUCCESS 

Create  a  portfolio 

Disabled  students: 
Thursday.  3:30-5pm 

All  students: 

4/7  &  4/9, 3:30~5pm 

Contact  Career  Services  at  665-3151 


Quote  of  the  week 

"The  most  courageous  thing  Vve  ever  done  is  love  somebody.*1 

"-■  -NellY  Eligh 
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If  love  is  like  a  rose,  it  would 
make  sense  that  there  would 
be  a  lot  of  thorns.  I  under- 
stand now  Kendra.  I  love  you. 


David  D  -  To  the  man  who 
gives  me  high  blood  pressure, 
in  many  ways...  Happy 
Valentine's  Day!  love  Kim 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  to 
Sigma  Sigma  Sigma.  You 
Rock!  love  Kathy 


Scott  -  Love  you  with  all  my 
soul,  love  Tamara 


Jay,  there's  always  a  banana 
at  the  corner  table,  love  Shane 
&  Kelly 


Happy  Valentine's  Day,  Boyly. 
I  love  you!  -  Girly 


Happy     Valentine's     Day 
Shelley!  I  love  you!  -  Jay 


Happy  V-day  to  Brad!  love 
Kathleen 

Happy  Valentine's  Day  to  the 
Student  Activity  Staff,  xxxooo 
Tullio 


Happy  V-day  to  all  my  friends 
-  there's  too  many  to  name, 
love  Kathleen 


Happy  Valentine's  day  to  all 
my  Phi  Sigma  Sigma  sisters.  I 
love  you  all.  love  Little  Sarah 

Happy 

Valentine's  Day  to  everyone  in 
the  Campus  Center  -  you're  all 
so  much  fun  to  work  with  - 
love  Sarah 


I  love  my  JGD. 


Remember  DoDo's  and  your 
front  lawn?  Happy  V-day. 


I  love  you  Randy  Meech!  love 
Becky 


Happy  Valentine's  Day,  Steve, 
love  Noreen 


Hi!  Happy  Valentine's  Day  to 
anyone  and  everyone!  -  Amy 


Smile,  it  costs  nothing,  but  is 
truly  priceless. 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  Buck, 
I  love  you! 


I  love  the  Amies!!!!  love  John 


Happy  V-DGordo  from"MJ" 


Happy  V-D  to  Amena  and 

...  .  .         Janelle.  I  still  got  love  for  va. 

John  -  two  on  one  is  much  fe  J 

-  loel 
more  fun!!  love  the  Amies 


Kim  - 1  love  you.  -  Bill 


I  want  you 
Allyssa.  Love 
(iuido 

Carly,  Happy 
Valentine's  Day, 
love  always  Dan 


Angela     have     a     happy 
valentine's  day  love  Stevie 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  Jes- 
sica 

Happy  Valentine's  Day 
Chewy,  love  your  secret  ad- 
mirer 


Happy  V-day  to  everybody. 
Martha,  Becky,  Nita,  Joel, 
Aaron,  Ken.  Hope  you  all 
have  a  good  one. 


Happy  V-day  to  Health  Ser- 
vices, Shamy,  my  won- 
erful  residents,  all 
the  RA's  and 
RD's  and  Resi- 
dence Life,  Zack 
squared,  J.  A.M., 
and  (i-Lobby 
regulars. 

-.M  a  n  n  y 
Lewis 


Jamecla  &  girls,  I  love  you.  I 
hope  you  have  a  good  V-day. 
.1.1.1  and  all  my  other  loves  - 
hugs  and  kisses  from  Amina 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  to  all 
my  Hoochics  from  the  hood. 
And  to  all  the  guys  who  can't 
get  hooked  on  phonics.  - 
Camille 


To  AL4,  AR4,  and  BL4,  I  Love 
You,  Man!  -  Seth 


Caesar  -  So  are  you  my  Valen- 
tine, or  what?  -S 


Sonja:  I  hope  to  continue  to 
conquer  countries,  write  our 
story,  find  our  song,  and 
clarify  your  meaning  in  my 
life.  You  WERE  my  life  for  a 
short  while.  -Keith 


Happy  Black  Friday  to  every- 
one who  makes  me  laugh. 
Thank  you  all  for  being  won- 
derful. -Kat 


Shell,  Thank-you  4  patience, 
friendship,  and  love!  Don't 
worry  our  essay  will  write  it- 
self! -JT-cllo 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  Sheri 
B.!  love  C.N. 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  to  all 
my  buddies  -  love  ya!  love  Jen 
Lamb 


Show  your  love  for  the  Earth 
-  come  to  MASSPIRGs  gen- 
eral interest  meeting  Thurs. 
Feb.  13,  1:30,  rm  G-06 


Peace,  Love,  and  Anarchy  to 
all  those  in  Psychology  Club. 
Don't  ever  change! 


To  the  Strobe  staff  - 1  just  iove 
you  guys.  You're  all  so  swell. 
-  Sarah 

To  Sarah  -  May  love  find  you 
when  you  least  expect  it  - 
Mike 


I  love  you  Mark  I 'ranion to/./i 
-  love  always  Hataque 


I  love  you  Don  Fenuccio 
-  love  Dead  Elf 


Did  you  enjoy  your  present, 
Ticu?  Happy  Valentine's  Day 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  to 
those  who  have  seen  my  ring! 
-D 


Happy  Black  Friday  to  all  my 
single  friends!  -  Jen 


Happy  Valentine's  Day  T  & 
Cindy  from  Tiff 
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February  14th  is  Independence  Day 


Jennifer  Walsh 
Contributing  writer 


My  good  friend  and  I  have 
both  recently  found  ourselves 
suddenly,  and  severely  single. 
Her  relationship  lasted  for  al- 
most five  years.  I  gave  up  just 
before  the  momentous,  one  year 
landmark.  In  what  some  would 
consider  a  risky  move,  we  broke 
apart  from  comfortable,  yet  con- 
stricting, significant  others.  We 
left  our  living  rooms  for  bar 
rooms  and  traded  our 
sweatpants  for  Wonder  bras.  We 
swapped  pick  up  lines,  practiced 
other  rusty  flirting  techniques 
and  stumbled,  head  first,  into  the 
chaos  that  is  in  the  single  life  at 
FSC. 

She  seems  to  be  adjusting  re- 
markably well  to  what  can  be  a 
traumatic  transition.  Last  week- 
end she  confidently  glided 
across  the  floor  of  the  local  bar, 
pausing  to  strike  up  conversa- 
tions with  captivating  members 
of  the  opposite  sex  with  careless 
ease.  Meanwhile,  I  sat  serenely 
sipping  my  strawberry  daiquiri, 
hoping  it  would  instill  in  me 
enough  courage  to  get  off  my 
butt  and  deliver  a  pathetic  one 
liner  to  the  cute  guy  sitting 
across  from  me. 

My  engaged  sister  called  me 
last  night  to  offer  helpful  advice 
on  how  I  should  go  about  living 
my  life.  She  quizzed  me  on  my 
love  life  and  when  I  was  forced 
to  confess  that  I  wasn't  seeing 
anyone  she  began  to  tell  me, 


once  again,  the  percentage  of 
people  who  meet  their  future 
spouses  while  in  college. 
"You'll  never  have  another  op- 
portunity like  this  again,  don't 
blow  it,"  she  states.  .Her  fi- 
nance, of  course,  was  her  college 
beau. 

I  wonder  whether  it's  pos- 
sible for  relationships  to  exist  at 
college,  especially  at  FSC,  the 
party  capital  of  Massachusetts, 
where  any  night  of  the  week  you 


We  left  our  liv- 
ing rooms  for 
bar  rooms  and 
traded  our 
sweatpants  for 
Wonder  bras... 


can  find  a  drunken  scholar  pro- 
fessing, his  love  to  the  row  of 
shrubbery  he's  vomiting  in. 

Relationships  at  FSC  fall  into 
three  distant  categories:  the  per- 
son you  occasionally  hook  up 
with,  the  person  you  swoon  over 
and  wish  you  could  occasionally 
hook  up  with,  and  your  platonic 
buddy  down  the  hall/street. 

So  now  it  is  nearing 
Valentine's  Day  and  us  horde  of 
single  people  set  out,  with  vary- 
ing degrees  of  desperation,  hop- 
ing to  find  not  that  evasive  love 


at  first  sight  crap,  but  someone 
bearable,  with  no  running  sores, 
missing  teeth,  or  psychotic  ten- 
dencies. 

Where  in  Fitchburg  can  such 
a  person  be  found?  The  quest 
could  begin  at  the  almost  non- 
existent bar  scene.  That's  if  you 
get  a  kick  out  of  being  the  prey 
of  inebriated  middle  aged 
casanovas  who  have  not  quite 
realized  that  the  seventies  are 
indeed  over. 

If  you  aren't  into  the  bar 
scenes  than  you  could  get  your- 
self right  over  to  a  keg  party. 
Where  else,  but  in  fair  Fitchburg 
can  you  stand  in  a  murky  base- 
ment and  engage  in  a  discussion 
about  the  musical  genius  of 
Abba  with  some  obnoxious  kid 
urinating  in  the  corner  next  to 
you? 

Maybe  you're  lucky  enough 
to  have  friends  who  will  try  to 
set  you  up.  My  friends  have 
given  up  on  that,  calling  it  a  lost 
cause.  They  claim  I'm  too 
picky.  I'm  proud  to  say  they're 
right. 

There's  no  shame  in  being 
single,  even  on  that  wretched 
holiday  that's  looming  in  the 
near  distance.  It's  good  to  get 
some  distance  from  the  dating 
scene,  even  if  it  means  spend- 
ing Valentine's  Day  alone, 
learning  how  to  construct  a  life 
size  replica  of  a  chihuahua  out 
of  uneaten  chop  suey  from 
DAKA. 


Letter  to  the  President 


Jessica  McGowan 
Staff  Writer 


To  President  Riccards, 

I  have  been  appalled  at  your 
blatant  lack  of  concern  for  the 
health  and  safety  of  your  college 
community.  I  am  very  disap- 
pointed that  you  show  so  little 
regard  for  your  students.  What 
I  am  referring  to  is  the  hazard- 
ous weather  conditions  through 
which  you  allow  the  college  to 
stay  open  and  active. 

For  the  past  year  and  a  half 
that  you  have  been  here,  I  have 
witnessed  your  allowing  school 
to  continue  during  many  danger- 
ous weather  conditions.  Be  it 
snow  storms,  ice  storms,  ex- 
treme slush  and  rain,  or  frozen 
roads,  time  and  time  again  you 
have  jeopardized  the  lives  of  fac- 
ulty, staff,  residents,  commuters. 
Do  you  honestly  believe  a  days 
worth  of  classes  is  worth  risk- 
ing our  lives?  I'm  sorry  to  say 
that  your  actions  show  you  do. 

I  realize  that  you  may  not  be 
the  one  who  determines  whether 
or  not  classes  are  canceled,  how- 
ever, I  am  writing  to  you  because 


ultimately  it  is  your  responsibil- 
ity to  ensure  a  safe  campus. 

It  is  not  enough  that  school  is 
allowed  to  continue  when  the 
weather  is  unsafe,  but  our  lives 
are  further  risked  because  of  un- 
safe conditions  on  campus.  Of- 
ten times  snow  removal  had  been 
neglected  until  late  afternoon, 
and  many  times  sidewalks  and 
stairs  are  not  shoveled  or  treated 
at  all.  This  increases  the  diffi- 
culty of  traveling  school  ways 
especially  for  the  handicapped. 
Are  you,  by  not  taking  the 
proper  precautions,  denying  you 
obligation  to  keep  all  passage 
ways  safe?  I  am  calling  all  stu- 
dents who  have  been  injured  by 
slipping  and  falling  or  that  were 
in  accidents  due  to  this  schools 
negligence  to  come  forward  and 
if  necessary  help  file  a  class  ac- 
tion suit  against  this  college  for 
its  irresponsibility.  Unfortu- 
nately no  other  ways  of  asking 
this  school  to  keep  us  safe  (which 
it  is  required  to  do  so)  seem  to 
work.  It  is  obvious  that  you  hold 
so  little  regard  for  our  safety, 
perhaps  you'll  care  more  for  this 
schools  wallet  and  public  image. 

Please  believe  that  I  am  seri- 
ous when  I  say  that  if  it  takes  a 


class  action  suit,  I  am  willing  to 
become  involved  if  it  will  in- 
crease your  responsibility. 

Let  me  further  assure  you 
that  there  are  plenty  of  grounds 
for  such  negligence  charges. 
Many  have  been  injured  enough 
to  be  sent  to  the  hospital  due  to 
conditions  at  FSC.  In  one  day  I 
personally  witnessed  three 
people  fall  on  campus  walk- 
ways due  to  icy  conditions.  As 
recently  as  this  past  week,  dan- 
gerous conditions  were  reported 
in  the  police  log.  And  I  quote 
"Numerous  calls  regarding  icy 
lots  and  walkways  around  cam- 
pus." (Strobe  police  log  Janu- 
ary 25,  1997). 

President  Riccards,  please 
respond  to  this  letter.  Please 
ensure  that  the  lives  of  those  in 
your  campus  community  will 
not  be  risked  for  a  days  worth 
of  classes.  Please  take  action 
until  we  are  forced  to. 


Documents  published  in  the 
Opinion  section  of  the  Strobe, 
are  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
and  do  not  reflect  the  views  of 
the  Strobe,  its  staff,  or 
Fitchburg  State  College. 


Quote  of  the  week 

"lam  picky  about  my  shoes.,, 
and  they  only  go  on  my  feet." 

-Alicia  Silverstone 


Ready  for  sex? 


Kathy  Geoghegan 
Opinion  Editor 


I  am  starting  to  believe  that 
people  just  don't  have  any  com- 
mon sense  anymore.  If  I  hear 
one  more  complaint  about  the 
negative  repercussions  of  sex,  I 
may  go  insane.  I  am  so  tired  of 
hearing  that  someone  was  ig- 
nored after  sex,  regrets  having 
sex,  has  an  STD,  is  paranoid  they 
may  have  contracted  HIV,  or  may 
be  dealing  with  an  unwanted 
pregnancy.  Call  me  unsympa- 
thetic, but  I  feel  that  they  deserve 
whatever  they  get.  In  this  day 
and  age  there  is  no  excuse  for  any 
of  these  things.  The  first  thing 
people  have  to  realize  before 
having  sex  whether  or  not  they 
are  ready  for  the  consequences. 
People  are  so  quick  to  jump  into 
bed  with  someone  that  they  of- 
ten times  don't  even  realize  what 
they  are  doing. 

First  of  all  society  puts  too 
much  pressure  on  people  to  have 
sex.  I  personally  can't  cave  in  to 
this  pressure  due  to  the  fact  that 
sex  is  too  overrated  anyway. 
Sure,  in  the  movies  it  looks  all 
sexy  and  fun,  but  how  many  of 
us  have  really  had  one  of  those 
nights  of  magic  where  simulta- 
neous orgasms  happen  again  and 
again.  Sorry  men,  but  half  of 
the  time  the  woman  is  rolling  her 
eyes  and  waiting  for  it  to  be  over 
so  she  can  cuddle.  Everyone  is 
so  concerned  about  who  is  sleep- 
ing with  whom,  when  in  actual- 
ity it  should  be  no  ones  business. 
If  you  are  mature  enough  to  have 
sex,  you  wouldn't  want  your 


business  to  be  broadcast  in  the 
first  place.  Many  have  forgot- 
ten the  true  meaning  of  sex  (the 
action  formally  known  as  mak- 
ing love).  Sex  is  supposed  to 
be  mutually  satisfying,  intimate, 
and  fun.  So  many  women  I 
know  don't  even  enjoy  sex,  but 
for  their  own  bizarre  reasons 
they  do  it  anyway.  If  you  can 
not  stand  completely  naked  with 
the  lights  on  in  front  of  your 


The  first  thing 
people  have  to 
realize  before 
having  sex  is 
whether  or  not 
they  are  ready 
for  the  conse- 
quences 


partner,  know  what  you  like  and 
be  able  to  tell  them,  and  openly 
discuss  safer  sex,  then  you  are 
far  from  being  ready.  It  all  boils 
down  to  self  respect.  Too  many 
people  are  too  quick  to  jump  into 
bed,  and  put  themselves  at  risk 
both  physically  and  emotionally. 
Is  the  few  minutes  of  "pleasure" 
really  worth  it?  My  conscious 
tells  me  no.  Sex  should  be  about 
respect,  understanding  and  ma- 
turity. I  just  wish  that  people 
would  take  the  subject  of  sex 
more  seriously. 


Women  and  health  care 
continued  from  page  2 

the  matter.  For  instance,  women  between  the  ages  of  thirty-five  and 
forty  years  old  have  coverage  for  one  annual  mammogram.  A 
mammogram  is  also  a  preventative  test  to  detect  if  cancer  cells  have 
formed  in  the  breasts.  Women  in  this  age  group  do  not  reflect  the 
majority  of  women  students  at  this  college. 

Another  contradiction  is  that  coverage  is  provided  for  allergy  treat- 
ments, which  include  an  allergy  shot.  This  treatment  prevents  the 
onset  of  allergies.  So  the  question  remains,  why  is  it  acceptable  for 
these  preventions,  but  not  the  prevention  of  pregnancy? 

Health  Services  on  campus  is  more  willing  to  assist  female  stu- 
dents with  the  oral  contraceptive  issues.  Student  must  pay  $10 
copayment  for  a  pap  smear  and  then  would  can  receive  birth  control 
pills  free  of  charge.  An  employee  at  Health  Services  said,  "  A  sales 
representative  comes  here  and  gives  the  office  samples  of  birth  con- 
trol pills.  We  give  them  cut  to  people  who  have  school  insurance.  I 
think  that  the  only  way  to  get  anyone  to 

get  the  policy  to  change  is  to  write  to  Senator  Kennedy.  The  insur- 
ance companies  only  care  about  money." 
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And  the  worst  suite  on 
campus  award  goes  to... 


Jessica  McGowen 
Staff  Wrriter 


The  search  is  over.  The  worst 
suite  on  campus  has  been  found. 
True,  many  suites  were  in  the 
running,  but  the  scales  were  fi- 
nally tipped  and  one  certain 
suite,  which  will  remain  anony- 
mous, has  been  singled  out  for 
this  dubious  title.  Not  sure  if 
your  campus  housing  won  or 
not?  Read  further  to  see  if  this 
sounds  familiar. 

Hypothetically  speaking,  this 
is  what  it  takes  in  the  typical 
weekend  to  be  the  worst  suite  on 
campus: 

1.  Rip  down  all  signs,  and  no- 
tices left  in  the  suite  lounge  and 
bathroom  areas. 

2.  Rip  down  random  billboards 
and  stick  them  in  an  elevator; 

3.  Puke  in  the  sink 

4.  Puke  on  the  floor 

5.  Puke  on  the  stairs 

6.  Puke  in  a  waste  basket 

7.  Puke  in  rooms 

8.  Urinate  in  various  botUes,  and 
containers  and  leave  them  lying 
around  for  weeks 

9.  Urinate  out  windows 

10.  Throw  spaghetti  sauce  on 
walls,  ceilings,  floor,  stairs,  win- 
dows, sink,  and  chairs 

1 1 .  Put  shave  cream,  tooth  paste, 
and  Ky  jelly  on  other  people's 
doors 

12.  T.P  rooms  with  7  rolls  of 
toilet  paper  and  duct  tape 

13.  Shave  cream  drunken,  sleep- 
ing students 

14.  Play  hockey  in  lounge  with 
fruit  and  other  food  products 


15.  Empty  trash  can  in  elevator 

16.  Smash,  with  a  hockey  stick, 
an  alarm  clock,  a  VCR,  a  tele- 
phone, a  candle,  a  ski  pole,  a 
chair,  and  two  VHS  tapes  (one 
of  the  super  bowl)  Mind  you  all 
of  this  during  the  super  bowl 

17.  Smoke  and  drink  in  the 
lounge 

18.  Fill  the  windowsill  with  butts 

19.  Steal  lounge  furniture  for 
rooms 

20.  Keep  illegal  guests 

21.  Sleep  in  late,  skip  classes, 
and  play  full  contact  video 

...  first  prize 
is  a  huge 
damage  bill, 
poor  grades, 
and  maybe 
even  a  bonus 
year  at  FSC 

games  all  day        long 

22.  Maintain  a  loud  and  inces- 
sant noise  level 

23.  Require  RAs  to  check  on 
suite  hourly,  and  always  be 
waiting  for  them  with  a  smile. 

If  you  did  not  win  the  worst 
suite  on  campus  award,  better 
luck  next  time.  If  you  do  not  un- 
derstand why  this  award  is  so 
prestigious,  realize  that  for 
many  on  campus  there  is  sim- 
ply nothing  else  to  do.  Said  one 
on-campus  student:  "There's 


nothing  to  do.  The  school  offers 
nothing  to  do,  so  we  go  out  and 
get  drunk,  and  when  we  come 
back  there  is  still  nothing  to  do, 
so  violence  occurs." 

Granted  boredom  may  not 
be  an  excuse  for  many  of  the 
aforementioned  actions,  but 
many  students  do  have  a  point 
when  they  say  the  school  does 
not  offer  enough  to  do. 

Some  may  argue  there  are 
plenty  of  programs  offered  to 
occupy  and  entertain  students. 
However,  many  programs  of- 
fered occur  only  during  the  day- 
time, leaving  nights  free.  Also, 
most  programs  are  put  on  by 
faculty,  staff,  and  non-students, 
and  are  thus  dreadfully  out  of 
touch  with  students  needs  and 
desires  (Case-in-point  an  out 
door  barbeque  and  hot  tub  in  the 
first  week  of  February  when 
temperatures  are  still  freezing.). 
Don't  get  me  wrong,  programs 
offered  are  a  help,  but  they  are 
not  enough. 

The  only  solution  I  see,  is  to 
get  involved  on  campus  with 
organizations  to  improve  stu- 
dent activities.  Involvement 
would  immediately  solve  the 
boredom  problem,  and  later  will 
help  alleviate  other's  idleness. 
Or,  you  could  work  harder  to 
become  the  next  worst  suite  on 
campus.  Oh  yeah,  and  did  I  for- 
get to  mention  that  first  prize  is 
a  huge  damage  bill,  poor  grades, 
and  maybe  even  a  bonus  year  at 
FSC  to  make  up  what  was 
missed. 


You're  stealing  your 
own  education 

The  Library  Staff  realizes  it  is  early  in  the  semester  but  an  ongo- 
ing area  of  concern  needs  mentioning  yet  again.  We  are  referring  to 
the  misuse  and  vandalism  of  library  materials. 

If  you  paid,  say,  $35  for  a  book  and  placed  it  on  your  bookcase, 
you  would  expect  it  to  be  there  when  you  need  it.  If  that  is  true  for 
personal  items,  why  isn't  it  also  true  for  Library  materials  which  are 
purchased  for  student  use? 

For  example,  a  recent  issue  of  a  criminal  justice  journal  had  over 
270  pages  removed  by  a  razor!  Some  might  say  "So  what?"  or  think 
it  very  clever,  but  if  that  were  done  in  a  bookstore  or  in  a  home,  the 
reaction  (and  penalty)  would  be  quite  different. 

We  try  to  get  the  needed  materials  to  students  and  the  College 
community  in  a  timely  manner  but  it  is  discouraging  to  all  when  such 
materials  are  ripped  off  by  a  few  who  damage  their  research  needs 
and  the  needs  of  others. 

Let's  work  together  to  keep  the  materials  intact 

-The  Library  Staff 


Spring  Break  '97. 

Panama  City ! ! !  Board- 
walk Beach  Resort 
$129  7/nights 
Beachfront,  Daily  Free 
Drink  Parites,  Walk  to 
Best  Bars!!!  Group 
Discounts!!!  Endless 
Summer  Tours  1-800- 
234-7007. 


Spring  Break  '97. 

Cancun,  Jamaica,  & 
Bahamas!!!  7/nights  w/ 
air  from  $399.  Enjoy 
Daily  Free  Drink 
Parites,  No  Cover  @ 
Best  Bars,  &  Group 
Discounts!!!  Endless 
Summer  Tours  1-800- 
234-7007. 


Thought  of  the  week 

Too  often  we  forget  that  being  alone  is  a  perfect  time 
to  rebuild  for  that  truly  special  person. 

-Kathy 


Cupid  passed  me  by 


George  Newton 
Contributing  writer 

I  can  still  remember  the 
first  time  I  felt  love.  I  can 
still  feel  her  smile.  The  way 
her  voice  giggled  as  it  pro- 
nounced my  name.  I  can  see 
her  smile  in  all  the  couples 
that  sneak  kisses  when  no 
one's  looking.  Part  of  me 
never  recovered  after  she 
drifted  away.  A  series  of  re- 
jections keeps  my  heart  from 
flying  again. 

There  are  two  types  of 
people  on  Valentine's  day: 
lucky  and  unlucky.  The 
lucky  smile  as  they  hold  onto 
their  mate.  The  unlucky 
complain  of  how  stupid  this 
holiday  is,  and  how  it's  just 
a  dreamed  up  by  card  mer- 
chants. I  listen  to  these  ar- 
guments, but  my  heart 
doesn't.  I've  never  cel- 
ebrated a  Valentine's  Day 
with  someone  special.  That 
doesn't  mean  I  can't  enjoy  it. 
Any  Holiday  which  encour- 
ages love  puts  a  smile  on  my 
face.  People  spend  too  much 
time  practicing  hate. 

Few  people  know  true 


love.  Most  trash  it,  because 
they're  scared  of  being  hurt. 
I  understand.  Love  is  when 
somebody's  happiness  is 
more  important  than  your 
own.  Love  requires  a  leap  of 
faith  some  people  are  inca- 
pable of.  I  wonder  if  my  feet 
are  strong  enough  to  make  it 
to  the  other  side. 

Every  year  it  gets  harder 
not  to  listen  to  those  who  do 
not  understand,  and  these 
people  try  to  use  their  love  to 
hurt  me,  mock  me,  and  prove 
that  they  are  better  than  me.  I 
wish  I  could  say  that  I  don't 
listen,  but  I  do.  I  wish  I  could 
say  it  doesn't  matter,  but  it 
does.  I  struggle  to  keep  these 
voices  from  winning.  If  these 
people  could  only  feel  the 
pain  they  cause,  just  for  one 
second,  then  they  would  un- 
derstand. 

As  the  14th  approaches,  I 
hope  you  celebrate  with 
someone  who  really  matters. 
Me,  I'll  be  smiling,  watching 
people  love  freely,  hoping  to 
catch  a  little  magic  of  my 
own. 

Happy  Valentine's  Day! 


MIMIMIMllllllllll^k 
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We  want  YOU  Uggp 

JOPBESS  revs  crimen 


in  the  Strobe* 


Articles  must  be  submitted  by  Thursday  of  each  week  for  publication 
in  the  upcoming  issue.  The  autlior'i  name,  grade,  major,  and  a  means 
of  contact  (le,  phone  tt,  email)  should  be  Included  with  articles. 

CONTACT  KATHY  GXOOHIGNAN    343-7070 


Hello...any  opinions 
out  there? 


Kathy  Geoghegan 
Opinion  Editor 


For  those  who  are  oblivious 
and  may  not  have  already  real- 
ized it,  this  is  the  opinion  sec- 
tion of  The  Strobe.  They  call  it 
this  for  a  reason.  This  is  the 
place  to  be  if  you  have  an  opin- 
ion and  want  to  voice  it.  I  have 
wild  viewpoints  on  thousands  of 
topics.  I  could  go  on  and  on 
about  anything  ranging  from 
oral  sex  to  Apple  Jacks.  I  make 
a  habit  of  expressing  my  opin- 
ion. Even  better,  I  love  to  tor- 
ture others  by  putting  my 
thoughts  in  print.  I  also  know 
it  can  get  pretty  boring  to  listen 
to  the  same  people  every  week, 
even  if  I  am  amazingly  interest- 


ing. Just  kidding. ...but  it  is  hard 
for  me  to  believe  that  the  same 
small  handful  ol  students  are  the 
only  ones  on  this  campus  with 
something  to  say.  I  am  just  writ- 
ing to  encourage  others  to  voice 
their  opinions.  I  would  like  fresh 
views  and  ideas,  and  I  know 
someone,  somewhere  has  to  have 
some.  Create  a  controversy,  put 
thoughts  in  people's  minds,  show 
your  creativity,  thank  a  professor, 
whatever.  These  two  pages  are 
for  you  to  do  with  what  you  like. 
So  unless  you  want  to  hear  my 
mouth  all  semester,  you  better 
start  writing.  Express  yourself 
now  by  submitting  your  ideas  and 
articles  to  The  Strobe  office  (lo- 
cated in  the  offices  beyond  the 
Commuter's  Cafeteria)  or  tome 
via  campus  mail  box  #  2493. 
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Patricia  Smith  visits  FSC 


by  Jen  Majeran 
Staff  Writer 


All  the  hype  these  past  tew 
weeks  concerning  the  arrival  of 
Patricia  Smith  has  not  been  in 
vain.  As  a  poet,  journalist,  play- 
wright, and  performer,  Patricia 
Smith  is  an  inspiration  for  all 
writers. 

She  grew  up  in  Chicago  and 
got  her  big  break  as  a  journalist 
writing  music  reviews  for  the 
Chicago  newspaper,  The  Sun. 
She  claims  she  was  always  an 
undisciplined  writer.    She  felt 


that,  if  she  wanted  something 
bad  enough,  it  would  happen.  It 
certainly  seems  to  have  hap- 
pened. 

The  first  thing  one  notices 
when  Ms.  Smith  reads  her  po- 
ems is  she  enjoys  what  she  does. 
She  blows  the  typical  view  of  a 
saddened,  cynical  poet  right  out 
of  the  water;  she  brings  feeling 
to  her  poetry.  The  poems  she 
writes  are  about  real  experiences 
she's  had  as  a  journalist,  and 
things  she  has  learned  from  oth- 
ers. Whether  she's  talking  about 
a  mother  losing  her  son  in  a  care- 
less, violent  act  or  about  speak- 


ing at  an  inauguration  party  in 
South  Africa,  the  listener  can 
hear  the  sadness  of  bitter  real- 
ity, and  the  excitement  of  a  new 
adventure  in  the  words. 

Most  of  Patricia  Smith's  po- 
ems reflect  a  theme  of  death;  she 
says  it's  her  way  of  processing, 
and  dealing  with  it. 

She  advises  aspiring  writers 
to  expand,  to  keep  their  options 
open  rather  than  close  them- 
selves into  a  single  writing  style. 
Patricia  Smith  currently  lives  in 
Boston;  you  can  check  her  out 
on  Wednesday  nights  at  Can  Tab 
in  Central  Square. 


The  world  according  to  Seinfeld 


by  Karen  Sjostrom  and 
Jennifer  Walsh 
Staff  Writers 


As  incoming  freshmen  four 
long,  stress-filled  years  ago,  our 
naive  view  of  the  world  was 
shaped  by  vapid  television  pro- 
grams like  Beverly  Hills  90210, 
and  Melrose  Place.  These  tele- 
vision shows  gave  us  only  a  lim- 
ited knowledge  of  life,  and  all 
that  it  entails.  We  would  have  re- 
mained unaware  of  the  delicate 
intricacies  of  the  world  had  we 
not  stumbled  upon  a  quirky  little 
sitcom  in  the  early  fall  of  1993. 
Since  we  started  faithfully  tun- 
ing into  channel  38  each  night 
at  seven,  our  lives  have  been 
enhanced  by  the  comic  genious 
of  one  man,  our  mentor,  the  most 
brilliant  man  of  his  generation. 
Everything  we  ever  wanted  to 
know  about  life  we  learned  from 
watching  (Jerry)  Seinfeld. 

JERRY  ON  SEX 

On  Seinfeld,  Jerry  and  pals  have 
an  ideal  way  of  dealing  with  is- 
sues concerning  love  and  sex. 
Relationships  on  Seinfeld  never 
last  for  more  than  an  episode. 
This  is  usually  enough  time  to 
discover  some  hideous  flaw  in 
the  person  you  are  dating.  No 
matter  how  trivial  this  detail  may 
be,  whether  it  be  manly  hands, 
an  annoying  laugh,  or  a  tendency 


to  wear  the  same  outfit  over  and 
over  again,  it  is  reason  enough 
to  say  b'bye  to  that  special  some- 
one. Jerry  taught  us  to  never 
sleep  with  platonic  friends  of  the 
opposite  sex,  because  you  "... 
can't  do  THAT  or  you'll  ruin 
THIS."  As  a  woman,  you  should 
only  date  guys  you  consider  to 
be  "sponge  worthy." 

JERRY  ON  ANATOMY 

By  watching  the  episode  about 
the  braless  wonder,  we  learned 
that  not  wearing  an  undergar- 
ment in  public  can  be  hazardous 
to  those  operating  motor  ve- 
hicles. We  also  became  aware 
of  the  phenomenon  called 
shrinkage.  (Yes  girls,  it  shrinks 
in  cold  water,  and  we're  not  talk- 
ing about  laundry  here.) 

JERRY  ON  SOCIAL  ETI- 
QUETTE 

Never  pee  in  the  shower,  even  if 
you  think  no  one  is  looking.  A 
kiss  hello  is  a  no  no,  avoid  it 
whenever  possible.  Being  nice 
to  people  may  get  you  in  trouble- 
Never  give  a  chair  to  a  security 
guard,  even  if  it  looks  like  he 
could  use  a  rest.  Chefs  should 
make  it  a  priority  to  wash  their 
hands  after  visiting  the  bath- 
room. Always  be  nice  to  your 
Nana,  but  never  cash  her  checks. 

JERRY  ON  FOOD 

Always  have  at  least  six  boxes 


of  cereal  in  your  house,  you 
never  know  when  you  might 
want  a  snack.  Junior  Mints  are 
a  medical  miracle.  Black  and 
white  cookies,  although  racially 
harmonious,  may  make  you 
sick.  Never  underestimate  a 
good  chocolate  babka  or  a 
marble  rye.  Always  obey  the 
soup  nazi  or  "No  soup  for  you ! " 

JERRY  ON  PETS 

Never  feed  a  horse  chili  because 
it  could  give  it  gas.  Putting  mut- 
ton in  your  pockets  could  be  a 
bad  idea  if  you  are  afraid  of 
dogs.  Specially  trained  pigeons 
will  die  when  iced  water  is 
thrown  on  them.  Pigman  is 
alive,  and  is  somewhere  out 
there. 

JERRY  ON  FASHION 
Tight  black  jeans  are  a  fashion 
do,  if  you  have  the  finesse 
enough  to  pull  it  off.  Puffy 
shirts,  urban  sombreros  and  the 
manzere  (or  Bro),  are  items  that 
should  only  be  found  in  a  J. 
Peterman  catalog. 
We  hope  we  have  enlightened 
the  college  campus  on  the  eter- 
nal wisdom  of  Jerry  Seinfeld. 
Remember  that  every  little 
occurrance,  no  matter  how 
trifle,  is  always  connected  to 
something  else,  and  can  be 
humerous  if  viewed  from  afar. 
Thank  you  Jerry,  George,  Elaine 
and  Kramer,  wherever  you  are. 
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TAKE  A  BREAK  STUDENT  TRAVEL 
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Models  needed! 


*  Must  haire  WORK-STUM  funding 

*  M,W  1:30 -2:20,  R  2:30-4:20 

*  Contact  Prof,  Wdsurbro  ext  3018 


CD  Reviews:  Pearl 
Jam's  No  Code  & 
Moby  Animal  Rights 


Pearl  Jam 
No  Code  96 
Epic  records 

by  Pattyann  Pezzolesi 

In  1996  Pearl  Jam  released 
their  latest  album,  No  Code. 
This  CD  is  Pearl  Jam's  best 
work  since  their  debut  album, 
Ten,  which  was  released  in 
1991.  Filled  with  diversified 
music  which  ranges  from  blues 
to  gospel,  to  country,  to  hard 
rock,  each  song  has  a  different 
style  and  carries  a  different 
meaning. 

In  addition  to  going  off  in  dif- 
ferent directions  with  their  mu- 
sic, Pearl  Jam  goes  back  to  their 
older  style.  They  have  grown, 
and  matured  in  their  music  since 
1991,  and  No  Code  is  evidence 
of  that.  In  1991,  when  Ten  was 
released,  the  group  was  labeled 
'grunge'.  Through  the  years 
they  have  maintained  this  im- 
age publicly,  but  No  Code  has 
definitely  broken  this  label  with 
it's  variety  of  musical  sounds. 
As  an  example  of  the  experi- 
menting Pearl  Jam  has  been  in- 
volved with,  "mankind"  which 
is  sung  by  guitarist  Mike 
McCready  instead  of  Vedder. 
This  new  musical  direction  has 
been  criticized  by  many;  fans 
don't  appreciate  Pearl  Jam's  ini- 
tiative in  entering  new  areas  of 
music. 

The  title  of  this  CD  speaks 
volumes  for  the  music  they've 
chosen  for  it.  Even  the  cover 
of  the  CD  is  unique.  Despite 
the  diversity  of  music  on  this 
new  CD,  Pearl  Jam  maintains  an 
original  sound. 

Moby  Animal  Rights 
Nova  Mute  LCDStumml50 

By  Frederick  Yackowski 

Part  author,  part  DJ,  part 
punk  singer,  part  guitar  god: 
these  are  the  many  roles  that 
Moby  plays  on  his  latest  disc 
titled  Animal  Rights.  This  fore- 
father of  Techno  doesn't  disap- 
point listeners,  either.  Why 
should  he?  His  credentials  prac- 


tically predict  greatness;  he's 
related  to  Herman  Melville,  a 
DJ  for  Run-DMC,  and  a  part- 
time  fill-in  singer  for  the  punk 
band  Flipper,  as  well  as  being  a 
former  guitarist  for  the  Vatican 
Commando's. 

Moby  uses  all  his  talents  to 
lead  Techno  into  the  next  cen- 
tury. He  fills  his  liner  notes 
with  political  essays  expressing 
his  views  on  vegans,  Right- 
wing  Christians,  the  environ- 
ment, and  human  rights.  In  the 
same  way  that  Dylan  gave  a 
consciousness  to  folk,  Moby 
gives  Techno  a  moral  edge  (an 
alternative  to  drug-filled  rages). 

This  time  around  the  essays 
defend  animal  rights  and  attack 
Right-wing  Christians.  But 
don't  let  his  politics  scare  you 
off,  because  it  would  be  a 
shame  to  miss  these  electronic- 
based  guitar  jams. 

Animal  Rights  represents 
a  stylistic  change  that  is  impres- 
sive. Moby  added  to  his  bass 
drum,  dancehall  songs  a  wall  of 
guitars  that  creates  a  more  ag- 
gressive edge.  And  instead  of 
relying  on  studio  singers  (which 
were  well  used  on  his  last  ef- 
fort "Everything  Is  Wrong"), 
Moby  performs  vocals  on  all 
the  tracks,  giving  the  album  an 
alternative  feel. 
Actually,  Moby's  angst-filled, 
punkish  vocals  give  the  album 
an  urgency  that  will  captivate 
listeners.  "Come  On  Baby",  the 
album's  second  track,  sets  the 
tone  and  pace  of  what  follows. 

Animal  Rights  is  a  high-en- 
ergy, non-stop  thrill  of  a  ride. 
Electronic  sounds  mix  well 
with  flooding  space  guitar,  cre- 
ating a  style  like  something 
only  Nine  Inch  Nails  can  at- 
tempt. 

By  the  time  you  get  to  the 
tenth  track,  a  needed  break  in 
the  tempo  is  provided  by  a  ten- 
minute  blues  jam  titled  "Face 
It".  Moby  adds  the  blues  to  his 
repertoire,  yet  he  sounds  like  a 
veteran  bluesman  in  the  pro- 
cess. Mid-song,  Moby  kicks  in 
the  jams  and  steals  your  breath 
away  with  more  swirling  elec- 
tronic craziness. 
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Audience  flops  at 
comedy  night 


by  Seth  Wereska 
Advertising  Manager 


On  Feb.  5th  the  Fitchburg 
State  College  Programs  Com- 
mittee hosted  comedian  Michael 
Dean  Ester  as  part  of  their  Win- 
ter Wars  campaign.  While  Fd 
classify  the  event  as  a  success, 
Mike  really  had  to  work  for  his 
money.  In  typical  Fitchburg  style 
the  audience  acted  a  lot  like  the 
old  guys  from  the  Muppet  Show. 
We  were  cynical,  cold,  and  a 
lot  more  interested  in  talking  to 
each  other  than  in  the  show. 
Michael  tends  to  rely  on  audi- 
ence interaction  for  his  perfor- 
mance. This  proved  to  be  a  mis- 


take after  the  Rondel  Sheridon 
show.  If  you  remember  Rondell 
trained  the  audience  to  answer, 
then  just  brace  themselves  for 
his  retort.  Mike  tried  to  play  with 
the  audience,  not  off  them.  Ev- 
ery time  he  tried  to  get  us  in- 
volved, we  did  everything  but 
hide  under  our  chairs. 

Still,  after  35  minutes,  crawl- 
ing around  like  a  dog,  and  find- 
ing the  only  guy  in  the  audience 
with  a  penis  piercing  (ouch),  he 
managed  to  get  the  audience  in- 
volved, and  resurrected  his 
show.  All  in  all,  I'd  give  the  co- 
median three  stars.  Unfortu- 
nately, I  can  only  offer  the  audi- 
ence about  a  half. 


Sl/MAllR 

COLLEGE  PROGRAM 


There  will#be  an  Info  session  on  Thursday 
2/20/97,  in  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall 


ON  CAMPUS 


INTERVIEWING  PROGRAM 

Are  you  graduating  this  year? 
Improve  your  interview  skills? 


Meeting  TODAY 

from  3:30-4:30 

Bidding  for  interviews  concludes  Feb  14th. 


What  black  is,   & 
what  black  ain't 


by  Sarah  Adams 
A&E  Editor 


On  Friday,  February  7th,  the 
film  "Black  Is...  Black  Ain't' 
was  shown  as  part  of  the  First 
Friday  Films  series  in  Ellis 
White.  The  film,  directed  by 
Marlon  Riggs,  focuses  on  rede- 
fining the  stereotypical  black 
american  image.  As  an  HIV 
positive,  gay  black  man,  Riggs' 
movie  is  a  documentary  of  his 
own  life,  and  experiences.  Riggs 
is  preaching  his  message  prima- 
rily to  a  black  audience;  the  film 
is  a  particularly  revealing  ac- 
count of  the  black  experience  as 
a  whole.  Riggs  utilizes  many 
quotes  throughout  his  film  some 
of  which  create  walls,  and  oth- 
ers that  tear  them  down.  He 
forces  others  to  reassess  their 


values,  giving  human  qualities  to 
those  who  would  be  outcasts 
from  'society'.  Riggs  focuses  on 
humanity  in  a  grander  scheme  - 
that  "black'  is  really  many  col- 
ors, with  a  million  different 
faces. 

Riggs,  who  died  during  the 
filming  of  the  movie,  creates  a 
story  which  turns  his  life  into  a 
legacy. 

Lcann  Erickson,  a  professor 
at  the  college,  provided  a  brief 
introduction  prior  to  the  show- 
ing, and  Albert  Turner,  from  the 
ACCESS  program,  facilitated  a 
lengthy  group  discussion  imme- 
diately following  the  film. 
Be  sure  to  check  out  the  next 
Friday  Film,  The  Women,  show- 
ing in  Ellis  White  on  April  7th. 
Admission:  $3.00. 


Tullio  Nieman  hosts  Winter  Jeopardy  in  the  pub 


The 


GRIDLOCK'D  **** 
Gramercy  Pictures 

the  plot:  a  pair  of  heroin  ad- 
dicts decide  to  quit  and  spend  a 
day  getting  shifted  around  the 
city  and  being  chased  by  drug 
lords. 

This  movie  is  fantastic. 
Filled  with  strange  and  symbolic 
visual  imagery,  and  unusual 
camera  shots,  it  was  an  unex- 
pected thrill  for  me.  The 
storyline  reveals  the  complete 
and  total  lack  of  respect  that 
clean  people  have  for  the  drug 
community.  The  characters  are 
completely  human  -  they  all 
have  an  admirable,  honest,  beau- 
tiful side...  And  government 
regulations  ensure  that  these  re- 
alisms will  remain  hidden  from 
the  world.  There  is  no  help,  only 
attitude,  even  for  those  who  beg 
for  it.  Vondie  Curtis  Hall  does  a 
fabulous  job  weaving  subtle  iro- 
nies into  the  plot:  he  capitalizes 
on  stereotypes.  Dealing  with 
jazz  musicians,  tattoos,  and  talk 
show  television,  Hall  forces  the 
viewer  to  ask  him/herself  who 
the  real  freaks  are. 

I  can't  believe  that  Tupac 
Shakur  is  dead!  He  was  just  in- 
credible in  the  role  of  Spoon  - 1 
had  to  ask  8  people  in  the  row 
behind  me  to  confirm  the  RIP 


message  at  the  end.  Through- 
out the  movie  I  was  all  set  to 
make  him  number  three  on  my 
list  of  the  most  attractive  guys 
out  there  (#1  -  Eric  Stoltz,  #2  - 
Robert  Downey  Jr.,  in  case  you 
were  wondering).  I'm  telling 
you,  I  was  all  torn  up  about  it. 

MEET  WALLY  SPARKS    * 

plot:  a  controvertial  talk  show 
.  host  fakes  an  illness  in  order  to 
talk  to  the  governor  on  tv... 

I'm  glad  I  saw  this  movie  -  it 
was  better  than  I  thought  it 
would  be.  It  was  a  long,  frus- 
trating night  for  me  -  two  people 
let  me  down,  and  I  thought  I  was 
going  to  be  stuck  in  the  theatre 
by  myself  again...  I  was  feel- 
ing kind  of  sad,  you  know. ..  and 
then  things  got  better.  This 
movie  mad  me  laugh,  and  I 
needed  that.  Still,  it  was 
Rodney  Dangerfield,  so  the 
quality  was  bound  to  be  low.  I 
expected  that  (don't  we  all?). 
The  movie  was  a  long,  drawn- 
out,  stand-up  comedy  routine. 
There  wasn't  anything  particu- 
larly great  about  it  -  it  wasn't 
very  creative,  and  all  the  char- 
acters are  shallow.  But  do  rent 
it.  It  may  not  be  worth  $7.00, 
but  it's  definitely  worth  a  laugh. 


DANTE'S  PEAK  ** 

plot:  a  'dormant'  volcano  blows 
up  and  destroys  a  town... 

This  movie  was  surprisingly  re- 
alistic. I  expected  it  to  be  filled 
with  cheesy  computer  graphics... 
Twister-esque,  you  know...  but 
it  was  better  than  that.  (Can  you 
tell  I'm  really  tired  right  now?  - 
hate  mail  topic:  'damn  you,  girl, 
you  call  yourself  a  movie  re- 
viewer, why  don't  you  take  a 
little  responsibility  for  your  job,' 
etc.) 

I  hate  this  kind  of  movie.  But 
this  one  wasn't  bad.  It  kept  me 
on  the  edge  of  my  seat  -  things 
go  from  bad  to  worse  for  these 
poor  people.  And  I  won't  tell 
you  how  it  ends.  I  won't  even 
tell  you  whether  or  not  I  liked 
the  ending,  because  I've  heard 
it  spoils  everything... 
Linda  Hamilton  does  a  good  job 
(the  Terminator  lady,  you 
know?),  and  Pierce  Brosnan  is 
his  typical  uppity  self  (I  think  he 
got  a  little  high  on  that  007 
thing). 

There  is  no  depth  to  this  movie  - 
it  isn't  mentally  stimulating  in 
any  way,  and  it's  intellectual  fab- 
ric is  shoddy  at  best.  The  real- 
ism provides  the  only  perk  here. 


Tupac  Shakur  and  Tun  Roth  are  are  caught  in  'Grid  Lock'd' 
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Win  fl  Free  Cruise 


With    THe    Class 


Of     1997 


Just    Come    to    The    101     Nights    Before 

Graduation 
Party 


In    the    Pub 

Thursday 

February     2  0th 

8-Midnight 


First  101  Seniors 
Get  A  Free 
T-Shirt 


Free  Music  and  Food!!! 


Elegable  student  must  be  present  at  the  pub  to  win  the  free  trip 
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Falcons  lance  Worcester  State 


Production 
Manager 
Brian 
Lamy 


Last  Saturday  afternoon  at 
the  Wallace  Civic  Center  the 
Fitchburg  State  Hockey  team 
proved  that  when  the  money  is 
on  the  table  they  are  the  one  to 
beat.  This  Sterling  Cup/ 
MASCAC/ECAC  North 
match  up  against  Worcester 
State  was  just  the  pot  the  Fal- 
cons were  looking  for  as  they 
swooped  past  the  Lancers  8-4. 
"We're  playing  our  best 
hockey  right  now  and  in  this 
rink  we're  tough  to  beat,"  said 
Coach  Dean  Fuller  "I  think  we 
played  our  three  most  solid 
periods  of  the  year  this  after- 
noon." 

The  Falcons  struck  first  at 
1:53  of  the  first  period.  Jeff 
DuRoss  came  from  behind  the 
net  to  score  the  first  goal  of  his 
Hat  trick,  while  Captain  Dan 
Genatossio  and  John  Quinlan 
recorded  the  assists. 

The  Lancers  came  back  at 
6:35  to  score  the  equalizer. 
Kayne  Bosma,  who  also  ended 
the  afternoon  with  a  hat  trick, 
scored  the  Lancers  first  goal  on 
a  three  on  two.  His  teammate 
Matt  Donovan  was  in  on  the 
assist. 

The  Falcons  broke  the  1-1 
tie  two  minutes  later.  This  time 
Rob  Lavery  scored  on  a  power 
play  goal  after  DuRoss  and 
Captain  Damon  Moore  set  him 
up  perfectly  in  front  of  the  net. 
The  Falcons  were  now  out  in 
the  lead  for  good. 

"Our  power  play  has  been 
phenomenal  all  year  long," 
said  Fuller  "We  just  have  the 


right  people  to  run  the  umbrella 
like  we  do,  Moore  is  like  a  point 
guard  out  there  and  when  you 
have  shooters  like  DuRoss  and 
play  makers  like  Genatossio 
and  Centrella  it  is  great  and 
Lavery  has  just  been  playing 
the  slot  and  finishing  for  us  all 
year." 

The  last  goal  of  the  first  pe- 
riod was  scored  for  the  Falcons 
by  Joe  Centrella.  He  sent  the 
puck  to  the  back  of  the  net  af- 
ter picking  up  Kevin  Lizotte's 
angle  shot  deflection  out  front. 
This  goal  made  the  score  3-1. 
The  Lancers  came  out  to 
start  the  second  period  with 
hopes  of  a  come  back  when 
they  came  within  one,  bringing 
the  score  to  3-2.  Bosma  scored 
again  sending  a  back  hand  past 
Falcon  goal  tender,  Captain 
Aaron  Abitz.  Donovan  and  Vic 
Antablian  each  earned  an  assist 
on  the  goal. 

The  Falcons  regained  their 
two  goal  lead  when  Genatossio 
found  the  back  of  the  net  on  the 
three  on  one  that  Eric 
Stevenson  helped  create.  This 
goal  made  the  score  4-2. 

"Genatossio  is  fun  to 
watch,"  said  Fuller  "When  he 
gets  the  puck  in  certain  posi- 
tions it  is  in." 

The  Lancers  just  would  not 
go  down  without  a  fight  be- 
cause with  3:28  remaining  in 
the  second  period  Bosma  fin- 
ished up  his  hat  trick  and 
Donovan  recorded  his  third  as- 
sist of  the  game.  The  goal  oc- 
curred when  mass  confusion 
broke  out  in  front  of  the  Fal- 
cons net  and  the  puck  managed 
to  find  a  way  through  the  sticks 
and  bodies  to  the  back  of  the 
net. 

The  Falcons  must  have  liked 
the  two  goal  buffer  because 
they  gained  it  back  less  than  a 
minute  later  to  close  out  the 
scoring  for  the  second  period. 
Quinlan  and  Centrella  set  up 


DuRoss  who  pulled  a  hesita- 
tion fake  out  of  his  bag  of 
tricks  in  order  to  send  the  puck 
past  Worcester  State  goal  ten- 
der Jason  Maynard. 

Joe  Centrella  increased  the 
Falcons  lead  just  24  seconds 
after  the  puck  was  dropped  to 
start  the  third  period.  Centrella 
made  the  score  6-3  when  he 
drew  the  net  minder  out  with 
a  fake  to  the  left  and  pulled  it 
back  to  score  with  the  right, 
while  Lizotte  and  Lavery  re- 
corded the  assists. 

DuRoss  finished  up  his  hat 
trick  with  just  over  six  minutes 
left  to  play,  bringing  the  score 
to  7-3.  Centrella  and 
Genatossio  set  him  up  on  the 
power  play  for  a  hard  slap  shot 
that  would  have  been  tough  to 
stop.  Also,  with  this  assist 
Genatossio  became  Fitchburg 
State's  third  leading  scorer. 

"DuRoss  has  a  hell  of  a 
shot  and  when  he  gets  to  tee  it 
up  on  a  five  on  three  he  puts  it 
on  net  to  make  it  tough  on  the 
goal  tender."  said  Fuller. 

Worcester  got  lucky  with 
2:20  left  to  play  in  the  game 
and  caught  the  Falcons  while 
they  were  changing  lines  to 
score  their  fourth  goal.  It  was 
scored  by  Donovan,  who  was 
assisted  by  Bosma  and  Keith 
Blanchette. 

The  Falcons  must  have  had 
it  set  in  their  minds  that  they 
were  going  to  win  by  four 
goals,  because  nine  seconds 
after  Worcester  got  lucky 
Kevin  Lizotte  made  the  score 
final  at  8-4  with  the  help  of 
Centrella  and  Lavery.  This 
victory  improved  their  record 
to  11-7-1. 

The  Falcons  will  play  again 
tonight  when  they  host  North 
Adams  State  College  in  the 
Wallace  Civic  center  at  7:30. 


LadyFalcons  get  wings  clipped  72-58 


by  Patty  Ann  Pezzolesi 
Contributing  writer 

On  February  8th  the 
Fitchburg  State  LadyFalcons 
squared  off  against  the 
Worcester  State  LadyLancers 
in  a  much  anticipated  Sterling 
Cup  matchup.  Earlier  in  the 
season  Worcester  State  cap- 
tured the  first  game  of  the  se- 
ries 8 1-55  and  FSC  was  look- 
ing to  tie  up  the  season  series, 
but  were  disappointed  as  they 
lost  72-58. 

Fitchburg  State  came  out 
of  the  gate  cold  as  they  were 
held  scoreless  for  the  first 
three  minutes  due  to  Worces- 
ter State's  speed  and  intensity. 
Sarah  Harding  scored  the  first 
bucket  for  the  LadyFalcons 
and  after  a  bucket  by  co-cap- 
tain Dianne  Horwath  FSC  led 
by  five  points  early  in  the  first 
half.  The  lead  was  short  lived 


as  Worcester  State  fought  back 
and  led  35-33  at  halftime. 

In  the  second  half  Worces- 
ter State  picked  up  the  pace  and 
slowly  pulled  away  from  the 
LadyFalcons  reach.  Due  to  the 
LadyLancers  speed  and  quick- 
ness Fitchburg  State  was  unable 
to  execute  on  any  fast  break 
opportunities  or  establish  a  run- 
ning game.  Although  the 
LadyFalcons  were  getting  beat 
up  and  down  the  court  they  did 
managed  to  pull  within  four 
points  (49-45)  on  Brandy 
LeBlanc's  two  three-pointers. 
After  getting  within  four 
Worcester  State  went  up  by  ten 
points  due  to  their  aggressive 
defense  and  relentless  scoring 
and  shot  37  percent  (11-30) 
from  the  field  in  the  second  half 
compared  to  FSC's  27  percent 
(9-33).  Leading  the  way  for 
Worcester  State  were  Renee 
Marcotte  (18pts  llrbs),  Leah 
Murray  (17pts  6  assists,  2 


steals)   and  Jena  Murray 
(12pts). 

Guard  Sarah  Harding,  who 
led  the  team  with  20  points, 
commented  on  the  hard  loss. 
"I  thought  we  played  well,  but 
we  got  confused  on  situations 
and  they  had  a  height  advan- 
tage on  us."  When  asked  if  the 
fast  pace  hurt  the  team 
Harding  noted  that  "The  pace 
didn't  hurt  us  because  I  fell  we 
matched  up  well  against  them. 
We  just  got  outrebounded." 

Coach  Beth  McNamara 
also  commented  on  the  loss 
and  the  play  of  the  team  dur- 
ing the  game.  "We  played 
great  and  it  was  a  tough  loss." 
McNamara  said,  "Number  3 1 
(Marcotte)  was  on  fire  and 
when  they  needed  it  they  had 
it  and  that's  what  won  them 
the  game." 

Other  strong  contributions 
for  FSC  were  turned  in  by 
Dianne  Horwath  (13pts,  4  as- 


Intramural  Corner 


by  Brian  Bicknell 
Intramual  Director 


Intramural 

Basketball 

Standings 

A  League 

Townies 

5-1 

Legion  of  Doom 

5-1 

Staff  Infection 

4-2 

Da  Mastaz 

3-3 

Simpsons 

2-4 

Dream  Team 

2-4               M 

Falcon's  Finest 

2-4               VV 

Unstoppers 

1-5 

B  League 

FSC  Burners 

5-1               ^ 

CBC 

5-1 

Gamblers 

5-1 

Carpet  Cleaners 

4-2 

Late  Knights 

3-3 

Ian  Murray 

2-3 

White  Knights 

2-4 

Barely  Legal 

0-5 

Sig  Tau 

0-6 

Leading  Scorers  for  intramural  basketball  include  FSC  bas- 
ketball star  Seante  Harris  and  FSC  gridiron  stars  Greg 
McClintock  and  Jason  Dyer  who  are  all  averaging  21  pts  per 
game.  Other  top  scorers  the  A  League  include  Mr.  Kacambaras 
(31pts/gm)  of  the  Simpsons,  Mr.  Cannon  (30pls/gm)  of  the 
Townies  and  Julio  Sanchez  who  is  averaging  22  pts/gm  for  Da 
Mastaz. 


Upcoming  FSC  Action 

Wed  Feb  12 

Hockey  vs.  North  Adams  State 

Home 

7:30 

Thurs    Feb  13 

Women's  Basketball  vs.  Atlantic  Union  College 

•    Away 

7:00 

Men's  Basketball  vs.  Roger  Williams  University 

Away 

8:00 

Saturday  Feb  15 

Hockey  vs.  Roger  Williams  University 

Away 

6:00 

Women's  Basketball  vs.  Westfield  State  College 

Home 

2:00 

Men's  Basketball  vs.  Westfield  State  College 

Home 

4:00 

Men  and  Women's  Indoor  Track  at  New  England  III 

tba 

Tuesday  Feb  18 

Women's  Basketball  vs.  Framingham  State  College 

Away 

5:30 

Men's  Basketball  vs.  Framingham  State  College 

Away 

7:30 

sists),  Brandy  LeBlanc 
(14pts)  and  Stacee  Shanks 
who  pulled  down  14  re- 
bounds and  is  currently  av- 
eraging 11.6  rebounds  a 
game. 

The  LadyFalcons  next 
game  is  Thursday  February 
13th  at  7:00pm  against  At- 
lantic Union  College  on  the 
road.  Their  next  home  game 
is  Saturday  February  15th  at 
2:00  against  MASCAC  rival 
Westfield  State.  The  game 
starts  at  2:00pm. 


Brandy  LeBlanc 
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Student  Athlete  of  the  Week 


This  week's  student  athlete  of  the  week  is  Dan  Genatossio,  senior  center  for  the  hockey  team, 
who  recorded  1 1  points  in  three  Falcon  victories  last  week.  So  far  this  season  Genatossio  has  recorded 
20  coals  and  26  assists  and  currently  has  1 87  career  points,  third  on  the  all-time  scoring  list.  Genatossio 
is  only  17  points  from  reaching  second  place  on  the  all-time  list  behind  Steve  Sullivan  (204).  First  on 
the  all-time  list  for  points  is  FSC  Hall  of  Famer  Joe  Gurney  who  recorded  108  goals  and  132  assists 
for  240  points. 

Last  week's  player  of  the  week  was  George  Alexander  who  is  currently  averaging  18.7  points 
and  5.7  assists  per  game.  Alexander's  5.7  assists  per  game  is  tied  for  first  in  the  MASCAC.  Even 
though  FSC  lost  to  Worcester  State  Saturday  Alexander  scored  a  career  high  25  points  and  also  had  8 
rebounds  and  5  assists  in  the  87-80  defeat. 

The  player  of  the  week  for  the  first  week  of  school  was  freshman  sensation  Jeff  Duross.  Duross 
has  scored  three  hat  tricks  this  season,  currently  has  40  points  and  is  only  three  goals  away  from 
Genatossio's  rookie  record  of  23  goals  in  a  season. 


Dan  Genatossio 


Photo  by  Sports  Info  Dir  Dave  Marsh 


Falcon  Hockey  Review 


by  Dean  Rios 
Contributing  writer 

In  the  beginning  of  the 
hockey  season  you  would 
have  thought  the  Falcons  were 
well  on  their  way  to  another 
ECAC  title,  having  won  each 
of  their  first  two  games  im- 
pressively by  ten  or  more 
goals.  However,  the  Falcons 
were  then  winless  in  their  next 
six  outings,  including  a  heart- 
breaking 7-6  overtime  loss 
versus  New  England  College 
in  the  PAL  tournament,  and  a 
4-4  tie  versus  ECAC  rival 
Skidmore  where  Falcon  se- 
nior goalkeeper  Aaron  Abitz. 
recorded  a  remarkable  39 
saves. 

The  Falcons  have  re- 
sponded to  their  early  season 
slumber  and  are  back  on  track, 
winning  nine  out  of  their  last 
eleven  games  behind  some 
exceptional  leadership  and 
experience.  "Even  though  we 
lost  a  lot  (of  experienced  play- 
ers) from  last  season,  I  think 
we  have  a  good  chance  to  be 
there  (championship  game) 
this  year,  said  coach  Dean 
Fuller.  "We  have  some  excel- 
lent leaders  among  this  year's 
team  who  have  tasted  success 
and  want  more."  The  Falcons 
with  their  current  five  game 
winning  streak  have  a  6-2 
record  in  the  ECAC  North  and 
a  11-7-1  record  overall.  Senior 
captains  Damon  Moore,  Dan 
Genatossio  and  senior  right 
winger  Joe  Centrel  la  are  help- 
ing the  team  to  stay  in  conten- 
tion for  another  ECAC  cham- 
pionship. 

Moore  moved  from  the  de- 
fensive position  to  center  five 
games  ago  and  coming  off  a 
tremendous  season  last  year 
where  he  accumulated  an  im- 
pressive 33  points,  the  second 
most    ever    by    an    FSC 


defenseman,  has  responded  by 
scoring  9  goals  with  28  assists 
for  a  total  of  37  points.  In  fact 
since  Moore's  move  the  team 
has  been  averaging  over  8 
goals  a  game. 

Dan  Genatossio  is  having 
another  record  setting  season  as 
one  of  the  leading  FSC  record 
holders  in  career  points,  career 
goals  scored,  and  career  assists. 
A  tremendous  offensive  player, 
Genatossio  currently  has  20 
goals  this  season  and  scored  a 
goal  with  three  assists  against 
Worcester  State  on  Saturday.. 
Genatossio  knows  how  to  dis- 
tribute the  puck  this  teammates 
and  currently  has  26  assists  on 
the  season  and  187  career 
points,  third  in  school  history. 
Joe  Centrella  currently 
leads  the  team  with  47  points 
with  15  goals  and  32  assists, 
has  been  one  of  coach  Fuller's 
potent  offensive  weapons  and 
is  ranked  second  in  NCAA 
scoring. 

One  of  Coach  Fuller's  sur- 
prises this  year  has  been  fresh- 
man phenom  Jeff  DuRoss  who 
has  accumulated  40  points  (20 
goals,  20  assists)  and  is  cur- 
rently only  three  goals  behind 
Genatossio's  rookie  record. 
Duross  was  instrumental  in  the 
Falcons'  victory  versus 
Worcester  State  notching  a  hat 
trick  and  assisting  on  a  power 
play  goal  by  junior  Rob  Lavery. 

The  Falcons'  team  chemis- 
try has  finally  come  together 
due  to  not  only  their  leadership, 
but  also  the  continued  support 
of  their  fans  as  well.  Their  mis- 
sion, should  they  choose  to  ac- 
cept it,  is  to  repeat  last  year's 
championship  season  so  be 
sure  to  come  down  to  the 
Wallace  Civic  Center  tonight  as 
they  face  off  against  ECAC  ri- 
val North  Adams  State.  The 
game  starts  at  7:30  pm. 


Lancers  boil  Falcons  tail  87-80 


the 


by  Shawn  Stone 
Contributing  writer 

Despite  a  heroic  second 
half  run  led  by  Tony  Whelan 
(22pts  14rbs)  and  George 
Alexander  (25pts  8rbs  2 
steals)  the  FSC  men's  bas- 
ketball team  (9-9,  4-3 
MASCAC)  lost  to 
Worcester  State 
Lancers  (9-10,  3-4 
MASCAC)  87-80 
Saturday  at 

Parkinson  Gymna- 
sium. 

The  Falcons 
started  the  game  with 
strong  defense  from 
Jamie  Margoupis 
(7pts  3  steals)  and 
Seante  Harris  (lOpts 
3  steals)  giving  them 
an  early  13-7  lead. 
The  Lancers  began 
the  game  with  a  full- 
court  press  which 
was  completely  inef- 
fective against  the 
well-coached  Fal- 
cons. 

However  the 
Lancers  called  a  time 
out  to  regroup  and 
with  6:39  to  go  in  the 
first  half  the  Falcons 
found  themselves 
down  by  three. 
Fitchburg  who  started 
off  the  game  red  hot  finished 
the  half  shooting  a  woeful  3 1 
percent  from  the  field  while 
Worcester  shot  43  percent. 
The  Lancers  continued  to 
shoot  the  ball  well  and  went 
into  the  half  with  a  40-32 
lead. 

Whelan  started  the  Fal- 
cons scoring  in  the  second 
half  by  scoring  six  points 
and  cut  the  deficit  to  two,  but 
his  hard  work  was  all  for 
nothing  because  over  the 


course  of  the  next  seven  min- 
utes the  Lancers  pulled  out 
their  swords  and  cut  away  any 
dreams  the  Falcons  had  of  win- 
ning the  game.  The  Lancers 
found  their  stroke  from  long 
range  and  bombarded  the  Fal- 
cons with  a  bevy  of  multiple 
of  three  pointers  to  hand  the 
Falcons  a  19  point  deficit. 


With  a  19  point  deficit  Fal- 
con coach  Bob  Bonci  called  a 
timeout  hoping  to  break  up  the 
Lancers'  momentum.  "I  called 
a  timeout  and  said  'You're  not 
going  t  o  make  up  18  points  in 
two  minutes,  but  play  tough 
defense.'"  said  Bonci.  The  Fal- 
cons responded  to  Bonci  by 
going  on  a  1 7-0  run  and  came 
within  three  points  (75-72) 
with  just  under  a  minute  and  a 
half  remaining  in  the  game. 
However  the  Falcons  ran  out 
of  gas  in  the  remaining  mo- 


ments and  got  no  closer  as 
they  were  outscored  1 2-8  as 
the  Lancers  sank  numerous 
free  throws  to  ice  the  victory. 
"We  could  have  hung  out 
heads  and  if  we  packed  it  in 
it  would  have  been  a  25-30 
point  difference."  said  Bonci. 
"The  kids  were  ferocious  and 
never  gave  up." 

Margoupis  echoed  many 
of  coach  Bonci 's  com- 
ments on  the  game  and 
some  of  the  missed  op- 
portunities that  the  Fal- 
cons had.  "Down  the 
stretch  they  hit  their  free 
throws  and  we  missed  a 
couple  of  shots  that 
didn't  fall  for  us." 
Margoupis  added.  "It 
was  a  tough  game." 

Other  strong  contri- 
butions for  the  Falcons 
were  turned  in  by  Pete 
Daley  (llpts  5rbs)  and 
Chris  Hunt  (4pts  5rbs) 
and  Jason  Reid  who 
chipped  in  with  7  re- 
bounds. 

Basketball  fans  saw 
an  outstanding  come- 
back attempt  by  the  Fal- 
cons and  a  classic  run 
and  gun  type  of  game, 
but  due  to  the  Falcons  38 
percent  shooting  (com- 
pared to  WSC's  47  per- 
cent) it  wasn't  enough 
the  register  victory  against 
the  Lancers. 

Fitchburg  State's  next 
game  is  Thursday  February 
13th  against  Roger  Williams 
University  on  the  road.  Their 
next  home  is  Saturday  Feb- 
ruary 15th  against  Westfield 
State  in  a  MASCAC  contest. 
The  game  starts  at  4:00. 

Above:  George  Alexander 
Photo  by  Shawn  W.  Stone 


Quote  of  the  week 

"The  majority  of  American  males  put  themselves  to  sleep  by  striking 
-out  the  batting  order  of  the  New  York  Yankees." 

-  James  Thurber  (1894-1961) 


